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SUBJECT:    "Knitwear  Make-overs"  ...  Information  from  clothing  specialists  of 
the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
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Susan... the  skillful  one... has  learned  a  new  lesson  in  thrift.    Like  a  lot 
of  us.,, she  used  to  cut  the  worn  knitwear  (such  things  as  old  underwear. . .faded 
sweaters  and  moth  eaten  "bathing  suits)  into  pieces  for  soft  cleaning  cloths.  But 
no  more.    Nowadays. . .Susan  uses  the  good  part  of  old  knitwear  to  make  new  and 
attractive  garments  for  the  small  fry  at  her  house. 

Susan  says  it  was  like  finding  gold  in  the  "backyard  when  she  discovered  she 
could  make  five-year  old  Sue  a  pair  of  pajamas  out  of  an  old  cotton  knit  night 
gown.    The  gown  was  worn  at  the  top  and  was  past  wearing  as  far  as  Susan  was  con- 
cerned.   Susan  also  managed  to  salvage  enough  good  rayon  from  a  worn  jersey  slip 
to  make  her  daughter  a  slip  too. 

Susan  got  the  idea  from  clothing  specialists  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. They  say  old  knits  are  as  easy  to  handle  and  remake  into  new  garments  as 
are  woven  materials. 

To  prove  the  point... the  clothing  specialists  made  up  a  score  of  useful  and 
attractive  garments  from  worn  underwear,  sweaters  and  other  knit  wear.    They  made 
children's  under  clothes  and  they  made  sweaters,  wrappers,  little  coats,  soakers 
and.  caps,  mittens  and  scarves. 

The  specialists  washed  and  mended  the  old  knit  wear.    That's  the  first  step. 
Of ten... old  clothes  are  neglected  in  their  last  days.    But  with  careful  handling... 
most  knitwear  can  "be  washed,  and  "blocked  so  that  it  seems  new  and  fresh  again. 
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Mild,  rich  lukewarm  suds  will  get  the  dirt  out  „ .  .whether  the  material  "be  wool, 
rayon  or  cotton.    And  if  the  knitwear *e  spread  ckl\  on  something  flat  and  absorbent 
to  dry  (such  as  on  a  towel  on  newspapers)  it  won't  stretch  out  of  shape.  Then 
when  it's  dry... the  knitwear's  ready  to  be  steam  pressed  on  the  wrong  side  for  a 
fresh  new  look. 

When  knitwear  has  been  worn  and  washed  a  lot,,. it's  not  so  likely  to  ravel. 
And  you  can  cut  old  knitwear  just  as  you  cut  other  material.    As  for  putting  it 
back  together  again. .  .well. ,  .the  kind  of  seams  you  use  will  depend  on  the  weight 
of  the  material.    With  lightweight  knit  material. . .you  can  use  plain  seams.  And 
you  can  keep  the  raw  edges  from  fraying  by  using  a  blanket  stitch  or  a  single 
crochet  stitch  to  hold  the  edges  together. 

Of  course  you'd  like  complete  directions  before  you  start  cutting  on  worn 
knitwear  at  your  house.    You'll  find  directions  for  converting  worn  knitwear  into 
wearable  garments  in  a  new  bulletin  prepared  by  the  clothing  specialists. 

The  bulletin  tells  hov  to  clean,  mend,  cut  and  seam  knit  goods.    Then  it  has 
scores  of  good  suggestions  on  things  to  make, ,. .pajamas,  nightgowns,  panties, 
slips , # , f .little  sweaters . , ,caps . , .bedroom  slippers . . .mittens . 

You  may  get  a  copy  of  this  bulletin  by  writing  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C.    Just  ask  for  "Knitwear  Make-overs".    It's  free, 
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